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in obtaining consideration for the needs 
of libraries. 

Mr. Bowker said that the resolution re- 
garding civil service relations was sug- 
gested by a paper read by Mr. W. Dawson 
Johnston before the trustees' section, and 
speaks for itself. The other resolution is 
sent over to the Council from the Public 
Documents Round Table and resulted from 
a letter read by Mr. Godard from Mr. 
Carter, clerk of the Joint Committee on 
Printing. It was emphasized at that meet- 
ing that the association should not depart 
from its recorded decision favoring only 
one form of government document, which 
meant that the executive department's 
reports should not be included in the long 
congressional series, but it was desired to 
express appreciation of progress toward 
the ideal, in view of the proposed reintro- 



duction of the bill, somewhat modified, at 
the ensuing congressional session. 

Speaking of this resolution Mr. Bowker 
said: "The first of these matters (resolu- 
tion favoring only one form of any one 
Government document) was the result of 
a paper before the Trustees' Section; the 
second was the result of a letter from 
Mr. Carter, read by Mr. Godard at the 
Government Documents Round Table. It 
was emphasized at that meeting that the 
Association should not depart from its 
original resolution favoring only one form 
of Government documents; that the Ex- 
ecutive Department Documents should 
not be in series, but to express apprecia- 
tion of the progress being made. That 
means that a new bill will be offered em- 
bodying this form at the ensuing session." 

On motion the Council then adjourned. 



AGRICULTURAL LIBRARIES SECTION 



FIRST SESSION 

In the absence of Mr. Charles R. Green, 
chairman for the year, Mr. William M. 
Hepburn acted as chairman. 

Mr. George A. Deveneau, librarian of the 
College of Agriculture, University of Illi- 
nois, presented a paper on 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LIBRARIES AND EX- 
TENSION WORK 

(See p. 140) 

It was announced that on the recom- 
mendation of members of the section a 
special committee on Food information 
would be appointed by the A. L. A. War 
service committee. Mr. Severance of Mis- 
souri described their plan of sending col- 
lections of books of from fifty to sixty 
volumes each to county agents who qualify 
for them by providing proper accommoda- 
tions. They now have eighteen such li- 
braries. 

The Handbook committee reported prog- 
ress. Miss Ogden read the outline of the 
chapters already planned, and said that 
only a small part of the material had as 
yet been prepared. 



The distribution of experiment station 
publications was discussed. It was the 
opinion of those present that each station 
should keep a reserve stock of its bulletins 
and should be willing to receive duplicates 
returned by other stations and libraries 
and preserve them to supply the needs of 
libraries in the future. A resolution was 
adopted that a committee be appointed to 
confer with the American Association of 
Agricultural College and Experiment Sta- 
tions at their October meeting and to 
recommend to them that each station ar- 
range to keep a reserve supply of not less 
than 150 copies of each publication issued. 

SECOND SESSION 

Dr. H. E. Horton, agricultural commis- 
sioner of the American Steel and Wire 
Company, Chicago, presented a paper on 
"Agricultural Research," and also read por- 
tions of his bibliography of research ma- 
terial which he had grouped by subject. 
There followed a spirited discussion and 
Dr. Horton answered numerous questions. 

Mr. Deveneau, for the Food information 
committee, reported that reading lists were 
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wanted on canning, drying, food storage 
and other related subjects, and requested 
that members of the section willing to 
prepare such lists offer their services at 
once for that purpose. 

The Nominating committee, consisting 
of Miss Ogden, Miss Galloway and Miss 
Derby, nominated the following officers for 



the coming year, and on motion they were 
elected: 

Chairman, George A. Deveneau, librarian 
College of Agriculture, University of Il- 
linois. 

Secretary, Mary C. Lacy, Library of the 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D. C. 



CATALOG SECTION 



Miss Edna L. Goss, of the University of 
Minnesota Library, chairman of the Cat- 
alog Section, was unable to attend the con- 
ference, and Miss Margaret Mann, of the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, acted as 
chairman of both sessions. 

FIRST SESSION 

For the first meeting, held on Friday 
evening, June 22, a program for a sym- 
posium on classification making had been 
arranged by Mr. A. Law Voge, Mechanics'- 
Mercantile Library, San Francisco, secre- 
tary of the Decimal classification advisory 
committee, the subject being presented at 
this time especially to foster the interest 
of the subcommittees working on classifi- 
cation expansion and revision. 

Dr. C. W. Andrews, librarian of the John 
Crerar Library, Chicago, read the first 
paper, on 

PBINCIPLES OF CLASSIFICATION MAKING 

(See p. 195) 
Mr. J. Christian Bay, of the John Crerar 
Library, followed with a paper on 

CLASSIFICATION 

(See p. 199) 
The subject of a paper by Mr. Henry E. 
Bliss, of the College of the City of New 
York, was 

THE PBOBLEM AND THEOBY OF LIBBARY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(See p. 200) 
Mr. Charles A. Flagg, librarian of the 
Bangor (Me.) Public Library, presented a 
paper on 

CLASSIFICATION MAKING 

(See p. 198) 



Mr. A. Law Voge, of the Mechanics*- 
Mercantile Library, San Francisco, also 
had as the subject of his paper 

CLASSIFICATION MAKING 

(See p. 190) 

"Some notes on classification," by Mr. 
W. I. Fletcher, librarian emeritus of Am- 
herst College Library, form his last con- 
tribution to library science, as word of 
his death was received during the Con- 
ference. The notes, read by the secretary, 
are as follows: 

"Almost 'sixty years after' I find myself 
favoring a simple classification, by which 
I mean one with few subdivisions, as op- 
posed to the elaborate schemes with their 
careful provision of a separate place on the 
shelves and in the notation for every mi- 
nutest change in subject. 

"The almost universal adoption of the 
Cutter author-table suggests the making 
of fewer classes and the exact alphabetical 
placing of the books in the resultant large 
classes. Most of our libraries have already 
applied this principle to fiction and to bi- 
ography; I would advise carrying it much 
further. History, for example, may have 
period divisions only for the larger and 
more important countries, and in local 
history, in libraries outside New England, 
for example, New England may form one 
class, with exact alphabetical arrangement. 
This view is submitted in the belief that 
there is something in it. 

"I have given much thought to the di- 
lemma in which libraries are being caught 
by the rapid progress of knowledge in all 
departments. Either they must be con- 
tent a few years hence, to live under a sys- 
tem rapidly becoming antiquated, or they 
must find some way to introduce a certain 
fluidity into their systems, so that there 
may be a change from time to time to 
meet the demands of a new day. I don't 
know how this is to be done; it is for the 



